THE  FIXAL  EMANCIPATION OF SEJRriA.

from the Paris Exhibition the Prince was nearly
murdered. But he refused to take precautions, and
his carelessness at last cost him his life.

Every visitor to Belgrade is taken to see the beau-
tiful  park of  Topiderc, which  is situated  between
two low oak-covered hills about two miles and a half
away.    In this park was the summer residence of the
Prince, and it was his usual custom on hot afternoons
to walk with his family along a shady path which he
had had cut through the woods.    All Belgrade knew
his favourite walk, and the conspirators had no diffi-
culty  in  laying their  plans  accordingly.     On  the
afternoon "of the loth of June, 1868, the Prince set
out  for the  park  with his aunt, her  daughter and
granddaughter, his only retinue consisting of a single
aid-de-camp and a groom.    As the little party was
walking along the narrow path under the trees four
men suddenly came round the corner, and, with a
respectful salute, stood aside to allow the Prince to
pass.    Scarcely had he done so than four pistol-shots
were heard from behind, and the Prince fell.    A few
moments after he expired, and his cousin, who was
also mortally wounded, died two hours later ;  her
daughter received a severe injury,  the aid-de-camp
fainted, and the Prince's aunt and his groom alone
escaped unhurt.    In order to make certain of their
victim's death, the assassins drew their knives and
plunged them repeatedly into his prostrate body ; no
fewer than forty wounds were afterwards counted on
his  corpse.    It was  owing  to  this  delay  and  the
breakdown  of their  carriage  on the  way  back  to
Belgrade that the  murderers were baulked  of the